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Martin Luther King’s ‘Letter from a Birmingham Jail’
[bookmark: _GoBack]What is the preview of this letter?
King Jr. introduces the letter as a response to the criticism of his actions by the clergymen. He explains why he is in Birmingham. He then illustrates the process necessary to check for injustices and the steps towards addressing them. This processes illustrate the necessity for demonstration and tension. Martin further illustrates the urgency for such matter defining oppression as a long struggle which is not understood by the white people. Martin defends his actions by shining the light on the concept of just and unjust laws. He then illustrates his frustration of the lukewarm acceptance by white supremacist who claim to have good will but a shallow understanding of the situation. Martin then expresses his disappointment with the church for not supporting him but hails white individuals who took part in their demonstrations. He then addresses the police conduct in the demonstrations and questions why the police garner praises over the demonstrators. He concludes politely by requesting a sit down with the clergy.
Identify and define one literary device in the letter.
Martin Luther King uses biblical allusion (Fomukong, 2015) in his depiction of the early church (‘a colony of Heaven’) who stood up for their convictions and were ready and willing to face and withstand persecution. Biblical allusions is the inclusion of events from the Bible for direct or indirect correlation. Martin also mentions the resistance of Meshach, Shadrach and Abednego to justify civil disobedience for a higher moral cause.
What is the thesis of the letter?
Martin Luther King aims to amass support in his movement towards racial freedom. He also appeals to acquire political action towards a state of brotherhood free from segregation and discrimination. Martin signifies that tension as a result of civil rights movements and non-violent disobedience is a requirement for change.

References
Fomukong, S. A. (2015). A Stylistics-Rhetoric Appraisal of Some Speeches by Martin Luther King Junior. International Journal of English Linguistics, 11.


